THE  STORT   OF  SWEDENBORG

received from the Other Side since spiritual com-
munication became open. Thus the general pro-
position that this world is a laboratory of souls, a
forcing-ground where the material refines out the
spiritual, is not to be disputed. He rejects the Trinity
in its ordinary sense, but rebuilds it in some extra-
ordinary sense which would be equally objectionable
to a Unitarian. He admits that every system has its
divine purpose and that virtue is not confined to
Christianity. He agrees with the Spiritualist teaching
in seeking the true meaning of Christ's life in its
power as an example, and he rejects atonement and
original sin. He sees the root of all evil in selfishness,
yet he admits that a healthy egoism, as Hegel called
it, is essential. In sexual matters his theories are
liberal to the verge of laxity. A Church he con-
sidered an absolute necessity, as if no individual could
arrange his own dealings with his Creator. Altogether,
it is such a jumble of ideas, poured forth at such length
in so many great Latin volumes, and expressed in so
obscure a style, that every independent interpreter of
it would be liable to found a new religion of his own.
Not in that direction does the worth of Swedenborg lie.

That worth is really to be found in his psychic
powers and in his psychic information which would
have been just as valuable had no word of theology
ever come from his pen. It is these powers and that
information to which we will now turn.

.Even as a lad young Swedenborg had visionary
moments, but the extremely practical and energetic
manhood which followed submerged that more
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